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make sure, when people work, they are living
above the poverty line. And to finish the job,
we have to recognize that there are whole
communities—Dbig inner-city neighborhoods,
places in Appalachia, places in the Mis-
sissippi Delta, small towns where the only
factory has moved away, Native American
reservations—where the light of prosperity
has not shined on the whole community.

Last month I traveled across America to
shine that spotlight on the inner cities, on
the Mississippi Delta, on Appalachia, on the
Native American communities. | saw families
doing their best to raise children in neighbor-
hoods where unemployment and poverty
were more than double the national average.
On some of our Indian reservations it is
above 70 percent.

I ask your help in passing my new markets
initiative, because it will give American inves-
tors the same incentives to invest in poor
neighborhoods in America we give them
today to invest in poor countries around the
world. I think it is a very, very good idea.

And finally, 1 ask you to continue your
work. We all know that the people who still
are on welfare, by and large, are the most
difficult to place in work. We all know that
they are the most likely to have children with
special needs, or limited levels of education
and skills, or to be a long way from an avail-
able workplace with no transportation funds.
We know there are problems out there, but
we also know that there are good people who
wish to go to work and ought to have the
chance. And so | ask you to stay at this and
to recruit some of your vendors and clients,
to reach out to small business people you
know, to ask others to join this crusade.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
IBM for sponsoring a new on-line network
that can help match businesses who need
workers with welfare recipients who need
jobs. And for out part, 1 want you to know
I'm working to extend the welfare-to-work
tax credit and the work opportunity tax credit
to reward those of you who take the chance
on giving more Americans a chance. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

The great Russian writer Leo Tolstoy once
said that, “work is the true source of human
welfare.” In this era of unprecedented pros-
perity, we still have some work of our own
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to do to make sure the we embrace all Ameri-
cans in this prosperity and to give every
American the chance to succeed at work and
to succeed at home.

I thank every one of you for what you have
done, and | ask you to support the initiatives
| outlined with the Congress and to stay at
the job until we can literally say we have
completely ended welfare as we know it, and
America is a better place because our fami-
lies are stronger, our children are growing
up in more stable homes, and every adult
American who is willing to work has a chance
to do so.

Thank you very, very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. at the
Navy Pier Festival Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago;
Gov. George H. Ryan of lllinois; Gov. Tommy
G. Thompson of Wisconsin; Gov. Thomas R. Car-
per of Delaware; Mayor Wellington E. Webb of
Denver, CO; Mayor Paul Helmke of Fort Wayne,
IN; Mayor Marc Morial of New Orleans, LA,
Mayor Beverly O'Neill of Long Beach, CA; Assist-
ant Secretary of Health and Human Services
Olivia Golden, Administration for Children and
Families; Alvin C. Collins, Director, Office of
Family Assistance, Administration for Children
and Families; Eli Segal, president and chief execu-
tive officer, Welfare to Work Partnership; Gerald
Greenwald, chairman and chief executive officer,
United Airlines Corp.; Paul Clayton, president,
Burger King North America; Robert B. Shapiro,
chairman, president, and chief executive officer,
Monsanto Co.; William T. Esrey, chairman and
chief executive officer, Sprint Corp.; and James
P. Kelly, chairman and chief executive officer,
United Parcel Service.
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I've been asked to announce that as soon
as we adjourn this meeting, in this very spot,
Rodney will be offering memory training to
everyone who would like to stay. [Laughter]

I want to thank you for you devotion to
this cause. And Jim, thank you for giving us
this fine man. | just want to ask you all to
think about something. You know, while
Rodney was talking to all the people here,
I just got to sit here in the middle, and so
I could see everybody else. And | would turn



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Aug. 3

around, and I would look—every time some-
body was talking, 1 would look at every face
in the section. And what I saw was that all
of us had the natural human response. We
were exhilarated by the stories that these
people told. We were gratified by the en-
lightened self-interest of the employers.

I had a funny thing happen to me a couple
of weeks ago. We were in an unrelated fight
in Washington, and one of the people who
took the opposite position from me said, “Oh,
the President is always up there telling sto-
ries. What have stories got to do with this?”
Well, we found out today, didn’t we? I mean,
all of our lives are nothing but our stories.

I say this: One of our small business own-
ers said that she was once on public assist-
ance herself. I'm in a line of work where
every politician would like you to believe that
we were all born in log cabins that we built
ourselves. [Laughter] But the truth is, none
of us who are here today, who have been
fortunate in our lives, got here without some-
body giving us a helping hand, without op-
portunity. I always tell everybody, you know,
a couple of different bumps in the road, |
could still be home doing wills and deeds
in Arkansas in some small office. [Laughter]

We should recognize that we can pass
these programs to empower people, but it
takes human beings with real commitment,
like the employers we have honored today
and all the others in this room and all those
like them around this country. And then it
takes people with the courage to stand up
and say, “I'm going to change my life.”

You know, this was hard for—a lot of these
folks, they had to stand up here and give a
little speech in front of the President today.
That wasn't easy, right? [Applause] They did
a good job. But as difficult as it was, it was
probably harder for some of them to actually
stand up and say, “I'm going to change my
life.” That’s harder.

And I'm just telling you, all over this coun-
try today there are people just like them who
still don’t have the lives they have. And we
can reach them, too. And if we do it, America
will be a better place. We will be closer to
the one America of our dreams when we start
this new century. We'll have a stronger econ-
omy.
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And again | say, there are legal changes
we need to make; there are investment com-
mitments we need to make in Washington.
I hope you'll help us make them. But in the
end, it will be the personal marriage of em-
ployers and employees that will see us
through.

And Rodney, we'll follow your lead. We'll
follow the lead of our founding companies.
But I ask you all to leave here with a renewed
sense of energy and commitment and go out
and tell other people about what you have
seen and what you have participated in and
what we can do. And if you do that, we will
finish this job. And we’ll hear a lot more of
the stories that make our hearts soar.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. at the
Navy Pier Festival Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Rodney J. Carroll, forum moderator and
division manager, Metro Philadelphia Division,
and James P. Kelly, chairman and chief executive
officer, United Parcel Service.
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Thank you very much. | want to say, first
of all, I came here mostly just to say thank
you. Thank you to the volunteers, the fire-
fighters, the police officers, the emergency
workers.

I am joined by three members of our Cabi-
net over here: our Secretary of Labor, Alexis
Herman, Secretary of Transportation Rod-
ney Slater, and Chicago’s own, Secretary of
Commerce Bill Daley.

Every time | come to Chicago, | get ex-
cited. I tell everybody all across America, you
know, this is the way cities ought to work.
It's a well-organized, beautiful, clean, ever-
changing, dynamic city, and one that doesn’t
run away from its problems but embraces
them and tries to work through them. And
that is what | want America to be like.

I know this has been a very difficult time.
This heat wave has claimed over 190 lives
nationwide. It has been very, very tough. And
| just wanted to join the mayor in saying



